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Come join us as we worship  
 online or in person on  

Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. 
 

For our online service, please go to our 
Facebook page: 
Faith Evangelical 

United Methodist Church 
 

For our in person service, please join 
us at the corner of North  

Avenue and York Road. Parking is 
available behind the church and the en-

trance is on the North  
Avenue side with the red double doors 

next to the driveway. 
 

Faith Evangelical United Methodist Church 
“Creating Connections through Extending Christ’s Love” 
111 W. North Avenue 
Elmhurst, IL 60126 
630-941-0212    
email: faithelm@gmail.com 
web page - www.feumc.org 

Rev. Yoon Ki Kim, Pastor 
  
 
Worship Service 
10 a.m. on Sundays 

January/February 2023 

______________________________________________________________________________________

 
Creating Connections 

Through Extending 
Christ’s Love 

FAITH EVANGELICAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
January/February  2023 

The Vision of Faith Church in 2023 
 

“Let’s Be A Church of God in Our Age” 
 
The year 2023 has begun. This year we are about to make important 
preparation and decisions for our Church and its future. So, more than 
ever, we need to ask God for more faith, wisdom, and help. 
 
As your pastor, I have prayed a lot to God in order to know the holy  
vision and missions that God wants us to fulfill this year. And through 
the book of Acts, I got to realize the will of our Lord toward our  
community of faith. The vision God gives us this year is to be a holy and 
sound church in our age. This means that we should all try to establish 
the community of faith like Early Church of the Acts in this era. 
 
What is the Early Church of the Acts? First, it is a church in which God 
is its Lord. In order to establish ‘Lord’s Church,’ we must have firm faith 
that comes only from His living Words and follow Jesus, his life, and 
spirituality.  
 
Who is Jesus? He is the Word of God (Logos) who became flesh and 
came to the earth. For this vision, we should do our holy efforts to test, 
check, and grow our own faith in Christ more and more this year. We 
should keep asking ourselves questions such as; “Is the faith I have  
derived from my thoughts, experiences, or conviction?” Or, “Is it from 
God and His will?" At the same time, we must always check and confirm 
them in Christ and try to grow our faith and spirituality in the Holy Spirit. 
As your pastor, I encourage you to examine and develop your faith 
through every worship service, prayer meeting, Bible study, and church 
service. I will do my best to serve and help you to fulfill your goals of 
faith in Christ this year.  
 
Second, God's Church is a sound community of faith that is filled with 
the Holy Spirit and obeys what the Holy Spirit leads. According to what I 
understand and believe, Church was created by God to fulfill God's  
visions and missions with the power of the Holy Spirit.   
 
What are its visions and missions? They are spreading the gospel,  
making disciples of Jesus, and spreading the kingdom of God among all 
people and nations.  For this, we should all be passionate about  
evangelism, domestic or abroad missions, and serving our neighbors. 

 
(Cont. on page 2) 
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Pastoral Letter Continued 

However, we are too weak and insufficient to perform these missions and fulfill the  
visions by ourselves. But don’t be upset. God already knows such our weaknesses. So, 
2,000 years ago, God sent the Holy Spirit to the 12 apostles and 120 disciples, helping 
them to complete all their missions with the power of the Holy Spirit. In this respect, this 
year, we will have to create and develop a place of faith and obedience within us. Then, I 
strongly believe that the Holy Spirit will come, work, and lead us through our worship and 
ministry. God will definitely empower us to accomplish these visions and missions by the 
help of the Holy Spirit. 
 

These are the visions, missions, and roles that we should all pray together in Christ and 
have “One Heart” in the Holy Spirit. I bless in the name of the Lord that we will all do our 
best to run this race of faith in order to fulfill God’s missions and visions through worship, 
prayer, and service this year. 

—Pastor Yoon Ki Kim 

 
Prayer Hugs Group 
 
 
The Prayer Hugs group met on January 11 at The Makery at Elmhurst Public Library. 
There were seven women who attended. There was much sharing of information and help 
as each worked on a project. This month, 10 baby afghans were given to the Bridges 
Group at Oak Brook Christian Church which works with new mothers. Sweaters, hats and 
scarves were given to the Clothing Center at First United Methodist Church in Elmhurst. 
Four prayer shawls were given to Bluffview Memory Care Facility and 8 Prayer shawls 
were given to the Chaplain’s office at Alexian Brothers Hospital. In addition, 3 prayer 
shawls were taken from the basket in the Fellowship Hall by individuals to be given to  
persons in need of comfort. Prayer shawls are available in the basket in the Fellowship 
Hall for anyone to take. Please just sign and date the book in the basket to indicate who 
you are taking the shawl for. 
The next meeting of the Prayer Hugs group will be on Wednesday, February 8, from 1 to 
2:30p.m., at The Makery at the Elmhurst Public Library. For more information, please  
contact Jane Ahrens. 
If you know of a church, ministry or organization that could use baby afghans, prayer 
shawls, or lap robes, please let Jane know. The group is looking for places to donate their 
handmade items to and for individuals to deliver them. Thanks for your help! 

Announcements 
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Income is  
behind  

Expenses 
By  

-$5,800 
Through 
January 

        

 2023 Giving Statistics 
 

  Weekly   Income   Budget 
  
 1-Jan    457.00      457.00          2940.45      
 8-Jan   680.00      1137.00         5880.91       
15-Jan    4066.53      5203.53          8821.36      
22-Jan    1034.00      6237.53         11761.81      
29-Jan                      570.00      6807.53   14702.26 
 5-Feb    625.00     7432.53   17642.72 
—————————————————————————————————–————-                   

End of January Budget Status  
Expenses  $12,607        
Income      $6,807       
Deficit        -$5,800       

FINANCIAL UPDATE  

THE REWARDS OF GENEROSITY (2 Corinthians 9)  
 

According to an apocryphal story, when someone asked John D. Rockefeller how much money is enough, he replied, 
“Just a little more.” Today’s passage reveals that the secret to Christian giving is not the amount of money one has but 
an awareness of God’s generosity. Those who give recognize that God has supplied all they possess (v. 10). Our  
giving begins with God’s gift given to us.  
 
“Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!”  2 CORINTHIANS 9:15  
 
In these verses, Paul outlines the marks of Spirit-motivated giving. First, it is freely offered. Verse 7 explains: “Each of 
you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver.” If we think that by our giving we can manipulate God into giving us more, we have missed the point. 
However, Paul notes that those who give will find that God  will provide for them as well (vv. 8–11).  
 
Second, the aim of Christian giving is not prosperity but praise. We give so that others’ needs will be met and God will 
get the glory (vv. 12–13). Paul describes Christians who give as channels of divine generosity. Although the money 
may pass through our hands, ultimately, it is God who is doing the giving.  
 
Third, those who are on the receiving end have something to offer as well. Although they may not be able to contribute 
financially, they can respond with grateful prayers (v. 14). Our generosity is not limited to money alone. Although  
money is important, many of the needs that people have lie outside the financial realm. They need friendship or  
encouragement. We can also be generous with our time, our praise, and our prayers.  
 
The greatest reward of giving is not measured in financial return. It is that we get to be a channel of God’s generosity to 
others. As the old song says, “Channels only, blessed Master, But with all Thy wondrous power. Flowing through us, 
Thou canst use us, Every day and every hour.”  
 
PRAYER: “Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold. Take my intellect and use every power as thou 
shalt choose.” With the words of this classic hymn, we offer everything we have to You, Lord God.  
 
(Reprinted with permission from Today in the Word. www.todayintheword.org.) 
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History of Faith Church Cont. 

 
 
Faith Church has continued to display that evangelical nature with programs that  
emphasized discipleship and spiritual growth along with the missional, humanitarian and  
social activities and outreach. Over the years, Faith Church has had a strong music ministry 
which has continued to the present day. Along the way there was a children’s choir program, 
engaging many children from the community, teaching music theory and performance, and 
concluding with a spring musical drama to teach life lessons and show that we can use  
music to praise our Lord from the heart.  We have had a handbell choir, a chancel choir, a 
young adult choir  and several praise bands, engaging youth to adult. Youth ministry was  
also a big part of Faith Church in the past years and is active today, with a passion for God’s 
word and a focus on service.  
Women’s ministry has changed over the years but  Women’s Bible Study groups have been 
meeting on a regular basis for almost 40 years and provide spiritual growth and discipleship 
to Faith Church women and many others from the neighborhood. We have had many  
outreach programs such as the Community Health Fair, the Two By Two Tutoring Program, 
Kids at the Korner programs, and Vacation Bible School including the Kids Crossing ministry 
with a focus on serving special-needs children and siblings. The special needs ministry  
expanded to the Accessible Hearts program, including regular worship for special needs  
families.  
Worship services at Elmhurst Extended Care Center have served the elderly and have been 
ongoing on the second Sunday of the month for over 50 years, only being interrupted during 
COVID. The ONE Worship project brought together congregations from 8 different  
evangelical churches with an outdoor worship service in downtown Elmhurst, gathering 1600 
people together in praise to our God. The ONE Worship community prayer group continues 
to this day. 
We have had many members go on short term mission trips, as near as our own  
metropolitan area and as far as Haiti to deliver aid after an earthquake. Our congregation has 
supported local, national, and global missions, including regular support for missionaries and 
disaster relief.  
For 112 years, God has shown Faith Church His steadfast love and faithfulness. Our prayer 
is that with God’s help we will continue our mission to “Create connections and Extend 
Christ’s Love.” Then we will truly be a beacon to Elmhurst as that Lighthouse on the Corner 
and shine out into the world. The future is not just about achieving our own hopes and 
dreams, but instead we must seek God’s will in all that we do and strive to have the same 
faithfulness that He has shown to us, serving Him and loving others until that amazing day 
when Christ returns in glory.   
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Women’s Bible Study Group Began on February 1 @ 
9:30 a.m. 
 
The Women’s Bible Study Group met for brunch on January 
11. The next meeting time was on Wednesday, February 1, 
from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. The group will begin a new study  
entitled, “Miracles.” All women are invited to attend as this new 
study begins. For more information, please contact Jane 
Ahrens. 
. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Birthdays and Anniversaries 
January:      February: 
 
4     Lucy Schweitzer  20   Troy Artrip 
8     In Sook Kim   26   Kasey Artrip 
22   Angie Serrano          Jose Becerra 
         
       11 William & Linda Galarza 
 
———————————————————————————————————————————————- 
 

      
Rev. Jean Dee, widow of our former pastor, Warren Dee, passed 
away on December 2, 2022, as the result of injuries suffered in a  

car accident. Rev. Warren Dee served Faith Church from 1992 until 
1999 while Rev. Jean Dee served Little White Church in Melrose 

Park. May the Lord comfort the family and give them peace following 
this loss.   

 
 

——————————————————————————————————————————— 
 

Thanks! 
 

Thanks to Rod and Mae Kingzette, Pastor and In Sook Kim, Wayne and Bonnie Smith and 
Nancy Hails and anyone else who helped with the “unhanging of the greens.” 
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All-Church Meetings 
 
Our church council has decided that it is important for our whole congregation to seriously 
explore the future for our Faith Church and some of the options available to us. To achieve 
this, our church congregation will have three important meetings beginning February 9.  
 
This will begin a discernment process for our future with the United Methodist Church. 
The 3 meetings will be held February 9. February 23, and March 2, all on Thursdays at 7 
p.m. 
 
This discernment process is for us as a church to decide if we want to remain in the United 
Methodist denomination or leave and either be independent or join another denomination. 
The United Methodist denomination has given all churches the option to disaffiliate 
through the end of the year, but the process needs to be completed before the Annual 
Conference in June. If we do decide to disaffiliate, the matter will need to be approved by 
the delegates to the Annual Conference.   
 
The purpose of the first meeting is to reflect on the history of Faith Church and discuss our 
future. There will be a facilitator, Rev. Michelle Sanders, from the Northern Illinois  
Conference of the United Methodist Church to guide our discussion. This will be the start 
of the discernment process for our church.  
 
The second meeting will be held on Thursday, February 23, at 7 p.m., with Rev. Arlene 
Christopherson, assistant to the Bishop, to discuss the state of the United Methodist 
Church today, its ministries and vision.  
 
The third meeting will be held on Thursday, March 2, with Lonnie Chaffin of the Northern 
Illinois Conference to discuss the financial obligations if we do choose to disaffiliate. There 
will be a straw poll taken at that meeting to determine if we want to proceed and take an 
official vote to disaffiliate. All meetings will take place in the sanctuary. 
 
Our church council initiated this process to seek God’s will and explore our options  
regarding our future. Whatever route we take will not be easy. We should respect each 
other’s opinions and show love to each other at all times. It is important for members of the 
church to attend each meeting and be informed as to what is happening. If you have any 
questions, please speak to Jane Ahrens, Rod or Mae Kingzette or Wayne Smith. 
 

Please keep our church in your prayers continuously as we go through this process. Pray 
that the Lord will guide us in the direction we take. Whatever we do as a church, we desire 
to seek His will in this and glorify Him.      
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The History of Faith Church 
(From the 1st of the 3 meetings) 

 
In 1910, a small group of citizens from the newly incorporated city of Elmhurst, began  
meeting in their homes for midweek prayer, Bible study and fellowship. By January 1911, the 
group rented the second floor of Mahler Hall (still standing at 124 W. Park Avenue where 
Brewpoint Coffee is located) for $10 a month. Guest pastors from the United Evangelical de-
nomination in Chicago, from Wheaton College and from Moody Bible Institute led Sunday 
evening services. 
In April of 1911, the group signed the first charter of this new mission church of the 
denomination and became the First United Evangelical Church of Elmhurst. Within two years 
the property at the corner of North Avenue and York Road was purchased and ground bro-
ken for the first English-speaking church north of the CNW railroad tracks. The first worship 
service held in this building was the Easter Sunrise service on April 12, 1914, standing on 
planks over the mud. The building was dedicated in May of 1914 and is now the oldest 
church building in Elmhurst that is still used for worship. 
 
Over the years the congregation has gone through several denominational mergers 
accompanied by a change in the name of the church: 
 
1911 – First United Evangelical Church (United Evangelical denomination) 
 
1922 - First Evangelical Church (Evangelical Church) 
 
1946 – First Evangelical United Brethren Church (EUB denomination) 
 
1953 – Faith Evangelical United Brethren Church (congregational vote) 
 
1968 – Faith United Methodist Church (United Methodist denomination) 
 
1997 – Faith Evangelical United Methodist Church (congregational vote) 
 
However, throughout its history, Faith Church has tried to remain unchanged from its roots 
grounded in mission and ministry. Faith Church began as a mission church, but as soon as 
the mortgage was paid, the church founded its own mission church which was known as the 
“Little White Church” of Melrose Park. 
The first pastor of Faith Church, Rev. James Davis, had this to say in 1915,  
“The crucial Testing of the spiritual future of our people seems to be past, and it has become 
a settled and assured fact that this church in the future is to be a thoroughly evangelical 
church.”                   
             (Cont. Pg. 6) 


