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Let’s Rebuild God’s Church to Prepare New Year! 

After my mother's funeral, I went out to the streets.  I saw that the  

department stores had already put up Christmas trees and decorations, telling 

people that Christmas was coming even though it was still early November. 

 Looking at these trends, I was wondering if the secular world might  

predetermine Christmas as the season for shopping or parties and lead people 

into this kind of secular culture.  If so, it's such a sad and heartbreaking thing.   

Maybe, the church will not be able to match the Christmas decorations and 

events of the department store in terms of size or budgets. Plus, some Christians 

don't even know the true meaning of Christmas, and just spend Christmas  

season as a holiday for shopping and family parties.  How sad! 

Looking at the world, how would God feel about sending His only  

begotten Son, Jesus, to the earth for us?  For humans, Christmas is a blessed 

day when Christ comes to save the world.  But for God, it is the day when He 

sent His only Son to our world to forgive human sins and to accomplish the 

sacrifice on the cross.  When I think about God's heart as a parent, I think 

Christmas might be a very heartbreaking day for Father. On this holy day, the 

world is just immersed in parties and shopping without knowing the meaning of 

Christmas, so I think that God must be very sad while watching this. 

Because of these reasons, for a long time, the Church has made a season 

of 'Advent', and during this period, It helps Christians to meditate on the heart 

of God who sent Jesus to this land, and to prepare for Jesus Christ's birth.  In 

particular, Faith Church has been acknowledging the meaning of Christmas 

through the Word and prayer through the 'Holy Challenge' during the Advent 

period since last year, and deeply meditating on God's grace and salvation for 

us. 

This year, we are going to meditate on the Book of Zechariah together. 

God wanted to give a new era and life to the Israelites, who had lost their  

country, people, and faith.  In other words, He wanted to forget their past of sin 

and pains, and open the new era of healing, restoration, and revival led by  

Jesus, the Gospel, and the Holy Spirit.  
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So He wanted to rebuild the Church in order to prepare for and open the age of Jesus Christ and 

the Holy Spirit.  This was the reason God gave prophecies to Israel, who were rebuilding His temple, 

through the prophet Zechariah. 

When Israel returned from Babylon and tried to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem, the Israelites ran 

into great difficulties.  They just remembered only the splendid temple of Solomon, and tried to rebuild 

that magnificent building.  However, Israel did not have the economic power, construction-materials, 

and technicians to build it.  So they were disappointed and discouraged. 

However, they didn't know what was important and meaningful.  God did not expect Solomon's 

splendid temple building from Israel.  In a way, the temple was just a building that had already been 

judged by God and demolished because of idolatry and Israel's sin.  Instead, God wanted the Israelites to 

rebuild a community of faith, not a fancy church building.  This is because He wanted them to receive 

Jesus Christ as their savior, wait for the Holy Spirit, and witness the gospel on the earth.  This was the 

vision of the Church that God would create and open at the age of the New Testament. 

During this Advent season, I pray that the Faith Church is going to discover the spirit of the  

faithful community that God wants to rebuild in our age through the book of Zechariah.  I also hope that 

we can all rebuild such a holy Church of God, a community of faith based on the truth and justice of 

God.  Then, God will open the era of healing, restoration, and revival through us on the earth.  For this 

vision, let's join 'Holy Challenge' and practice what we hear into our lives and ministry. 

God doesn't want a megachurch that doesn’t contain faith.  Even if it is a small church, He is 

looking for a community of faith that fears God, confesses Jesus as the Christ, and witnesses the gospel 

to the world.  I pray that Faith Church will be this Church of God.  To accomplish this holy vision, let us 

accept Jesus Christ as our Savior, go out into the world, testify to the gospel and true meaning of  

Christmas by the power of the Holy Spirit.   

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 

Pastor Yoon Ki Kim 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Thanks to all who helped decorated the church for the Christmas 
season with the “Hanging of the Greens” on November 20. 

Thanks to Mae Kingzette for coordinating the efforts and for  
Nancy Cichy for providing lunch for all of the helpers. Nancy and 

Bonnie also helped the children make new  
ornaments for the tree during service. 
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More photos from the Hanging of the 
Greens and a picture of the Thanksgiving 
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BIRTHDAYS   
     
 5  DORIE GUZMAN  
10 LINDA EMMERING 
24 JOHN SANGHA 
      SIHA KIM 
 
 
————————————————————————————————————— 

Women’s Bible Study Group 

The Women’s Bible Study Group ended their fall study of 
“The Fruits of the Spirit” in November. The group will be  

taking a break in December but will meet for a brunch on 
January 11 @ 9:30 a.m., in the lower level of the church. 

A new study on Miracles will start on Wednesday, February 8 
@ 9:30 a.m. All women are invited to join the group. If you have any questions 
or for more information, please contact Jane Ahrens. 

—————————————————————————————————————  

Church Council 

The Church Council will have a brief meeting following the 
worship service on January 8. The next regular meeting will 
be held on Monday, January 23, @ 7 p.m., in the lower level 
of the church. If you have any questions, please contact 
Jane Ahrens. 

—————————————————————————————————————
Prayer Hugs 

The Prayer Hugs group continues to meet on the second 
Wednesday of the month from 1 to 2:30 p.m., in The Makery at the 
Elmhurst Public Library. The group is making prayer shawls,  

baby afghans and blankets for Phil’s Friends. All women are  

invited to join whether you crochet, knit or want to tie blankets. 

If you know someone who may be in need of a prayer shawl, the 
shawls will be available in the Fellowship Hall. Feel free to take 
one to pass along. There will be a notebook there for you to sign your name, 
who you are giving it to (first names only are okay) and the date. We want to 
make these available to anyone who would like to give one of our prayer shawls 
away. For any questions, please contact Jane Ahrens. 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE  

  Weekly   Income  Budget 
Date  Income         To Date         To Date 
 

6-Nov     911.00   106445.53         132371.17       

13-Nov    553.00      106998.53         135312.75       

20-Nov    7250.86   114249.39         138254.33       

27-Nov    365.00   114614.39        141195.91       
  
______________________________________________________________________ 

End of November Budget Status    
 

          Expenses         $123,189       
          Income               $114,614      
          Deficit                  -$8,575     
  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
As Paul reminds us in Romans 10:14-15,  
“How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how 
shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they 
hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach unless they are sent?”  
 
So many of you are already helping Faith Church “to send” in three key ways:  
1. By praying for Faith Church’s ministries, 2. By volunteering to support Faith 
Church’s ministries, and 3. By sharing your financial resources with Faith Church. 
Faith Church thrives because of your love, prayers, and generosity. To many of 
you who enable Faith Church’s ministries in any or all of these ways, thank you! 
May God richly bless you and your family at this Christmas time and in the new 
year. 
——————————————————————————————————————— 
 
We will take a special Christmas offering this year to 
help with our budget deficit. 10% of this special  
offering will go to the Pacific Garden Mission,  
a ministry to the homeless in Chicago. 
 

Through  
November 
Expenses 
are behind 

Income 
By 

-$8,575 
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   Christmas Eve Service 
 
The Christmas Eve Service of Candle lighting and Carols will be held in person  
as well as livestreamed on Facebook on Saturday, December 24, @ 11 p.m.  
 

——————————————————————————————————————————— 
Missions and Outreach 

"But how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in him? And how can they 
believe in him if they have never heard about him? And how can they hear about him unless 
someone tells them? And how will anyone go and tell them without being sent? That is why 
the Scriptures say, 'How beautiful are the feet of messengers who bring good news!'" Rom 
10:14-15 
__________________________________________________________ 

Samaritan’s Purse: Operation Christmas Child 
The Gifts In Kind items to fit in a shoebox collected were packed by 8 
youth and their leaders; Joanna Leonor and Mae Kingzette. Some families 
packed their own shoebox and will be able to track where that box 
went. Look for an email. I turned in 41 shoeboxes! not couning the families 
who  built a shoebox online! THANK YOU All, for your part in this Mission 
Project. Consider working or volunteering next Operation Christmas Child  
season or other projects Samaritan Purse does. I am so encouraged by 
the daily staff devotions and prayers, by fellow believers, that make it an AMAZING experience for 
the 300 plus volunteers who are processing 5,000 plus boxes with CARE, daily. Nancy Hails 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Christmas Caroling and Extended Care on Sunday, December 11 
Christmas Caroling will take place on Sunday, December 11. Following the 
worship service, we will be having worship and caroling at Extended Care. 
They welcomed us to worship with them in November and look forward to our 
next visit Dec.11,2022. Scripture readers, music, interacting with those who 
live there are welcome each second Sunday of the month. For any questions, 
please contact Nancy Hails. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
   Christmas Card Tree 
We have our card tree on display in the Fellowship Hall. If you would like to send  
a card to the church, it will be displayed there for all to see. We would like to  
share our Christmas greetings will all who attend in person.  
 

——————————————————————————————————————————— 
   Overland Missions 

All enjoyed and were inspired by Laura Staszewski. visit to Faith Church, to 
tell us what she does in Zambia. Our October 5th Sunday offering of $925 
was sent to Laura via Overland Missions.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
Christmas Tithe: Pacific Gardens Mission 

This year's Christmas tithe will go to Pacific Garden Missions!  Look for the easel  
display with testimonies of those served by Pacific Garden Missions.  



Page 8 

Come Worship with Us 

 Come join us as we worship  online or in   
person on Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. 

 

For our online service, please go to our  Facebook 
page: Faith Evangelical United Methodist Church 

For our in person service, please join us at the    
corner of North Avenue and York Road. Parking is 
available behind the church and the entrance is on 
the North Avenue side with the red double doors 

next to the driveway. 

Faith Evangelical United Methodist Church 
“Creating Connections through Extending Christ’s Love” 
111 W. North Avenue 
Elmhurst, IL 60126 
630-941-0212    
email: faithelm@gmail.com 
www.feumc.org 

DECEMBER    2022 

Rev. Yoon Ki Kim, Pastor 
Melisa Guzman, Church Office Manager  
 
Worship Service 10:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday 
Worship  
Services 
10 a.m. 


